
C A$H  B A I L  R E F O R M  

 AND 5 REASONS TO SUPPORT IT

2 .  D O  T H E  M A T H !  B A I L  R E F O R M  

S A V E S  T A X P A Y E R  D O L L A R S .

The average min imum ja i l  cost  per  

inmate is  $50/day .  That  cou ld  tota l  

$18 ,250  per  year  per  deta inee .  

Count ies  end up wast ing prec ious 

taxpayer  do l la rs  to  ja i l  someone 

who is  awai t ing  t r ia l .

3 .  P R E T R I A L  D E T E N T I O N  I N C R E A S E S

T H E  P O S S I B I L I T Y  O F  C O N V I C T I O N

A N D  L O N G E R  S E N T E N C I N G .  

Pret r ia l  detent ion ,  o r  the ja i l ing  of  

people  awai t ing  t r ia l ,  increases the 

poss ib i l i t y  o f  conv ict ion and longer  

sentences because defendants  are  

more l ike ly  to  take p lea dea ls  and 

rece ive  pr ison sentences .

1 .  W E A L T H -B A S E D  D E T E N T I O N  

D E N I E S  M O S T  P E O P L E  A  F A I R  

C H A N C E  A T  J U S T I C E .

14  out  of  every  25  (56%)   ind iv idua ls  

s i t t ing  beh ind bars  have not  been 

conv icted of  a  cr ime . *  The money 

ba i l  system unfa i r l y  pun ishes 

people  who don ' t  have money ,  

s imply  because they  don ' t  have 

money .  

4 .  T H E  B A I L  B O N D  I N D U S T R Y  

P R O F I T S  O F F  T H E  B A C K S  O F  T H E  

P E O P L E  T O O  P O O R  T O  P A Y  F O R  

T H E I R  F R E E D O M .

These "bai l  sharks "  l i ke  the status quo ,  

wh ich le ts  them reap prof i ts  of f  the 

backs of  people  who have no other  

opt ion but  to  s ign predatory  f inanc ia l  

contracts  to  get  the i r  loved ones out  of  

ja i l .  They t rap people  in  debt  through 

non- re fundable  fees  and insta l lment  

p lans wi th  h igh interest  rates .

Money bail is one of the most corrupt and broken parts of the 

justice system. It lets the size of a person's wallet determine 

whether a person - who has been accused, but not convicted of a 

crime - can return home or stay locked up in jail while awaiting 

their day in court. When a person can't pay bail, they risk loss of 

employment, family, and home.  Ending mass incarceration in 

Mississippi begins with bail reform.

Here are 5 reasons why you should support cash bail reform...

5 .  T H E  C A S H  B A I L  S Y S T E M

T A R G E T S  B L A C K  P E O P L E  A N D

P E O P L E  O F  C O L O R .  

Money ba i l  unfa i r l y  pun ishes people  of  

low and moderate  income ,  wh ich 

d isproport ionate ly  af fects  B lack 

people  and other  people    o f  co lor .  

B lack people  are  more l ike ly  than 

whi te  people  to  remain in  ja i l  a f ter  an 

ar rest ,  even where they  are  charged 

wi th  the same of fense and have a  

s imi la r  h is tory .

*ACLU Mississippi Blueprint for Smart Justice 


